
Fun Kiwi Facts Actinidia deliciosa

Factoids:
•   There are 50 known species in the genus Actinidia.  Actinidia is solely of Asian origin; plants are found ranging from 

northeast India through China to tropical Java and into the cold climates of Manchuria, Japan, and eastern Siberia. 
Commonly found in forest margins of China’s Yangtze Valley, grows naturally as a vigorous deciduous fruiting vine, to a 
height of 30 feet.

• A. deliciosa most acceptable fruiting species for commercial purposes. It is known as a subtropical fruit and will not tolerate 
temps below 10 F.  ‘Hayward’ is the most commercially acceptable variety.

• The hardy kiwi, A. arguta, can tolerate colder temperatures (down to –15 degrees F) but it is smaller size & has different 
harvest considerations

• Botanically, the kiwifruit is a berry with numerous locules filled with many small, soft, black seeds.  The green-colored flesh 
(edible portion) has three regions: the outer pericarp, the inner pericarp, and the columella (core), which is lighter green than 
the pericarp tissues.  

• Green color = chlorophyll - lost in other fruits when ripening
• Kiwis are dioecious; individual plants are either male or female.  One male pollenizer is planted for every 4 to 8 females.  (1 

to 7 here at UCSC)
• Pollination can be challenging because bees aren’t wildly attracted to kiwi flowers. Some producers blow collected pollen 

over the female flowers.  The most successful method is just to have plenty of beehives.

Pruning Kiwifruit:
• Prune December – March
• Flowers & fruits develop on current-season shoots that come from 1-year old canes (last year’s growth). Remove most of 

the wood that fruited the previous year and any twisted or broken canes.  A huge percentage of wood – 60% or more will be 
removed.

• Replacement fruiting canes should be spaced between 8 – 12 inches on the cordons (permanent horizontal branches). 
• Stub old fruiting canes to about 2 inches (new fruiting canes will develop at the base), or cut to replacement cane if close to 

the main cordons.
•      Where vigorous one-year-old canes have not developed or vegetative vigor is reduced, retain the fruiting arms that fruited 

the previous year by cutting back to eight buds past the last fruit bearing leaf axil. 
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New to the team
I just wanted to take a moment to introduce myself, my name is Crystal Jensen and I am going to be taking on the 
temporary position here as the CSA Administrative Coordinator.   I am a UCSC Environmental Studies Graduate 
who fell in love with the farm my first quarter as a student.  I took nemerous internships in the down garden and 
also took on a summer student work position both summers.  I am familiar with the farm here and am so happy to 
be back here.

I will be helping members to sign up and hope that throughtout my time here I will get to meet each of you.  I can 
be reached through the farmcsa@ucsc.edu email and also at 459-4661. 

Crystal Jensen, Administrative Coordinator

Keep an eye out for the 2008 season CSA Brochure and Pledge Form, coming mid-February!!




