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NATURAL HISTORY OF ThE UCSC CAMPUS – FROM PAGE 4

perennial grasslands that had only been seasonally 
grazed by herds of native ungulates. In addition, 
livestock distributed the seeds of annual Euro-
pean grasses and herbs in their manure, dropped 
them from their fur, and buried them with their 
hooves. Exotic plant species also escaped from 
the mission fields and gardens and spread across 
the landscape. The success of these plants was in 
part due to reproductive strategies that fit well 
with agricultural disturbance. Introduced annuals 
from Europe, such as ripgut brome and storksbill, 
survive the plow or constant grazing pressures by 
sprouting, growing, and producing thousands of 
large, nutrient-rich seeds every year. In contrast, 
native perennial grasses may live hundreds or 
even thousands of years, but each year produce 
only a few, small seeds. Tilling and intensive graz-
ing prepared the ground for introduced annuals, 
which largely displace native perennial grasses and 
became a permanent part of the landscape. Intro-

duced species also altered the subterranean ecol-
ogy, as the Spanish and other immigrants uninten-
tionally introduced invertebrates such as European 
earthworms, earwigs, and sowbugs. Almost in 
the blinks of an eye, California’s perennial coastal 
prairies came to resemble the “barnyards of Spain.”  
(10–11)

If you’re not hooked yet, you will be once you start 
browsing through the many intriguing sidebars like “The 
Introduction of Fire,” “Naming the Redwood: A Promi-
nent Role for Santa Cruz,” “The California Bay Aroma: 
There’s More Than Meets the Nose,” “Does That Manzan-
ita Have a Burl or Not?,” “Supersize Me,” “An Afternoon 
in a Parking Lot,” and “Deer Ears.” No, I’m not going to 
be a spoiler. You’ll just have to read the book!

The Natural History of the UCSC Campus is available 
at the Bay Tree Bookstore, Bookshop Santa Cruz, and other lo-
cal, independent bookstores.


